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The editor of Between The 
Lines is in Europe, establish- 
ing new contacts, new listening 
posts, refreshing former associ- 
ations,—that this unique infor- 
mation service may continue to 
serve you in an even larger and 
more valuable way. 

His first stop is Spain, 
whence word comes of a story 
currently popular there which 
reveals that Franco’s position 
is not so secure and beloved 
as we are led to believe. The 
dictator with his wife and 
daughter were flying over their 
domain when Franco in a mo- 
ment of generosity said “Darl- 
ings, I am going to throw a 
peseta (Spanish coin) out the 
window and make somebody 
happy.” His wife said. “Why 
not throw fifty pesetas out and 
make fifty people happy?” His 
daughter cried, “Oh, papa, why 
not throw 100 pesetas out and 
make 100 people happy?’ The 
pilot added, “Why don’t you 
throw yourself out and make 
everybody happy ?”’ 











The Moving Spotlight 


TRADE TALKS: While Amer- 
ica’s leadership consumes much of 
its time and energy in programs 
of hate and hysteria aimed at Rus- 
sia, the British government, equal- 
ly detesting communism, is none 
the less quietly going about build- 
ing an extensive program of recip- 
rocal trade with the Soviet. New 
trade talks are being planned be- 
tween London and Moscow to ex- 
tend the trade agreements already 
entered into last December. Brit- 
ish business spokesmen freely pre- 
dict that vast trade between the 
two countries will be in full swing 
by 1950. 


RAILROAD GYP: Some 
months ago we reported the 


charges brought by the Federal 
General Accounting Office that the 
railroads had gypped Uncle Sam 
out of hundreds of millions of dol- 

(continued on NEXT page) 


BJECTIVES: The Berlin crises has renewed the talk behind closed 
doors in Washington about a war of “limited objectives” against 
Russia. Such talk is dangerous and ignores the historical nature of 
modern war. Both World War I and IT were started with limited ob- 
jectives. Britain’s object in entering World War I was to bottle up the 
Kaiser and force the revision of the Central Powers alliance. It was a 
limited objective with America and most of the world on the side lines. 
But the whole world became tragically involved. World War II started 
with a plan to bottle Hitler up in the East and foree him to compete 
with Russia’s aims and hence inevitably destroy himself in conflict 
with the Soviet,—with the hope that Russia would also be greatly weak- 
ened. But it didn’t work. Death and destruction spread over the globe. 

War cannot be controlled. Hate cannot be regulated. 

But love like hate also works beyond man’s controls. He cannot 
maintain barriers against it. No weapons can destroy it or pin it down. 
Little Gandhi began a program thirty years ago in South Africa. It 
rapidly grew to embrace all of Asia and today the whole world is being 
shaken into new forms by his introduction of love and soul-force as an 
instrument of policy in political and economic affairs. 

The Twentieth Century man must learn this lesson to survive:- 

MAN CANNOT CONTROL WAR; NEITHER CAN HE 
LIMIT LOVE. 

The history of the human race from here on out will be written 
in terms of which force commands man’s chief allegiance. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 
ORKERS’ BEACH HEAD: The widespread bias of the Ameri- 


can press and radio against labor has robbed the American peo- 
ple of one of their most significant recent social experiences. As we 
have repeatedly informed our readers, nearly all news related to the 
all-important coal industry has been so highly colored by hatred against 
John L. Lewis that the facts have become obscure. 

Our coal mines are mostly controlled by the railroads and steel 
corporations,-—and the N. Y. investment houses which in turn dominate 
the railroad’ and steel business. We do not state this accusingly—but 
simply because it is true and important. John L. Lewis’ real war then 
has nol been with the mine operators, as news reports picture it but 
with these powerful groups who, by their interlocking directorates, con- 
trol much of the policy of America’s industrial management. 

Thirty years ago that pugnacious young giant, John L. Lewis, found 
himself the head of the most underprivileged and neglected worker 
groups in the country, where the mortality rate was generally regarded 
as higher than in any other industry, and at the same time he faced a 
combination of heartless, inhumane policies that governed mine opera- 
tions and a thoroughly dehumanized system of invisible control. 

What happened to the “bohunks” in the mines didn’t matter. 
Hired thugs, beatings, even assasinations punctuated the coal 
miners’ struggle to organize and improve his lot. When the mine oper- 
ators got tough,—John L. Lewis got tougher. We offer no defense for 
the fact that out of this struggle Lewis emerged a scowling, suspicious, 
hard-fisted tyrant. But only a strong dictator type could have held to- 
gether these polygot mixtures of semi-illiterate men. Even in the Penn- 
sylvania Welch mining communities, where a high Christian culture ex- 
isted, John L. Lewis became a name that meant deliverance from the 
low-wage disaster-ridden mine tyrannies that ruled the community econ- 
omy. They accepted John L. Lewis’ tyranny instead, and, to this day, 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Monopolies Thriving 

Business publicity specialists, 
speaking for their masters in the 
large industrial concerns, ar 
filling the country with statements 
that ridicule the known fact of 
monopolistic growth in this coun- 
try’s business life. Such publicity 
endeavors to show, first, that all 
industry is owned by thousands of 
little stockholders, implying that 
these little stockholders actually 
share in the profits of such cor- 
porations; second, that there has 
been no monopolistic growth, only 
as all American business has 
grown. 

But here are some facts that this 
current publicity does not even at- 
tempt to deny: (From the U. S. 
Senate Small Business report made 
some months ago after investiga- 
tion of the growth of monopoly in 
American business.) While it is 
true that millions of Americans 
own small bits of stock in many 
corporations, about ten thousand 
out of all these millions own fully 
50 percent of all the corporation 
stock in the country. And in this 
small group are all the big salaries 
and fee systems, the interlocking 
directorates and investment trusts 
thet reward not in terms of small 
four to seven percent annual divi- 
dends at the end of each year but 
in large official salaries, man- 
agement and directorate bonuses 
and the many other devices where- 
by men who serve various corpora- 
tions are abundantly rewarded. 

Here are the factors on 
growth of monopoly: 

1. The 200 largest corporations 
owned about 55 percent of all the 
assets of all the corporations in the 
country. 

2. One-tenth of one percent of 
all the corporations earned 52 per- 
cent of the total corporate assets. 

3. One-tenth of one percent of 
all the corporations earned 50 per- 
cent of the total corporate net 
worth. 

4. Less than four percent of all 
the manufacturing corporations 

(continued on THIRD page) 
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The Moving Spoilight 
(continued) 

lars in freight overcharges during 
the war. The usual news channels, 
friendly to the railroad monopolies 
and the banks that control them, 
have kept this story continually 
suppressed. On June 15, however, 
the Comptroller General’s office re- 
ported to a com- 
mittee that over 250 million dollars 
had already been recovered from 
the railroads in overcharges. The 
Federal authorities estimate that 
they could recover another hundred 
million if given proper opportuni- 
ty. The United earried a 
brief report of this on June 16 but 
it was ignored by most papers. 

U. S. NAZIS: This 


now has nearly 3000 German scien- 


congressional 


Press 


country 


tists, who formerly served the 
Nazis, working here on _ rocket 


bombs, jet engines and other mili- 
tary equipment. These men have 
all worked for and collaborated 
with the Nazis, yet they were 
whisked to America without trials, 
examination or condemnation, 
while thousands of other Germans 
who served Nazism in less impor- 
tant ways have undergone long and 
tedious trials in anti-Nazi courts. 
Hundreds of those brought to the 
U. S. have been given American 
citizenship. Such is the morality 
of war. 

BANKER CONTROL: A big 
row within the upper ranks of the 
great Montgomery Ward merchan- 
dising corporation has revealed the 
little known fact that Montgomery 
Ward has been long under the 
control of the J. P. Morgan bank 
in N. Y. Quarrels between the 
bankers on the board and the man- 
agement forced this situation into 
the open where it has been report- 
ed in financial papers. The Mor- 
gan bank is known to control, in 
connection with one or two other 
banks in Wall St., most of the 
railroads, public light and power 
companies of America, as well as 
a large number of other interlock- 
ing interests. A revealing after- 
noon can be spent along this line 
in the reference room of any large 
library reading articles on file 
under headings House of Morgan, 
Wall St., ete. 

CHINESE STUDENTS: Mis- 
sionaries coming out of North 
China reveal that an alarming 
shift of student sentiment is tak- 
ing place in University centers. 
Long ardent admirers of American 
scholarship and mechanical pro- 
gress, North China students are 
rapidly turning their enthusiasm 
to communism. America’s blunder- 
ing diplomacy, which found us on 
the side of the white rulers in al- 
most instance in the UN 
hearings where the race issue came 
up, has cost us the sympathy of 
Chinese students. The fact that 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


for all their personal dislike for him, they still look upon him as their 
deliverer. 

So John L. Lewis won high wages for his miners. He had a lead- 
ing part in forcing the reform of mine safety practices. 

Then in recent months he started the greatest crusade of his ea- 
reer for health, sickness and welfare benefits and pensions. It was freely 
forecast in Wall St. and Washington circles that he’d not put it over — 
that he’d get “busted”. And he nearly did. He was arrested. He was 
hauled into court, convicted and fined heavily. All this has been played 
up in the news with the radio commentators, who are the puppets of 
the interests Lewis has been fighting, giving him “the works” day after 
day. His tactics were bad but he used them to keep John L. Lewis the 
big name in labor. His aim was to establish the right of the coal miner 
to accident, sickness and pension benefits as a part of his job so that 
that haunting spectre of insecurity would no longer stalk the miner. 

His final effort just recently concluded centered on pensions. 
Every weapon—secret and otherwise—was used to block this move. The 
most powerful groups in American industrial life have realized that 
Lewis was ESTABLISHING A BEACH HEAD FOR ALL WORK- 
ERS ON THESE BASIC RIGHTS. It was an all-out war but fought 
behind locked doors, for the large industrial and financial interests in- 
volved knew that the more the public heard about the real issues the 
more they, the public, which is made up mostly of working people, would 
get the point and sympathize with the miners’ aims. So the press and 
radio sputtered with vindicatives against Lewis and the miners while 
the real battle went on. Then when the struggle finally reacned the Fed- 
eral Courts in Washington, Lewis won what the N. Y. Times ealled ‘tan 
overwhelming and all-embracing victory”. Our examination of news files 
reveals that with some encouraging exceptions, the press and radio sup- 
pressed the news of this victory or played it down by burying it. 

But now as a result of this Lewis victory, health, sickness and 
welfare benefits and a “living wage” pension system have been estab- 
lished as the legal rights of the workers in one of America’s leading in- 
dustries. Whether we favor such a system or not will n- alter the fact 
that, this right having been established in one major industry, the work- 
ers in all industries will begin agitating for the same privileges. You'll 
be hearing about it among other worker groups. 

The winning of these basie securities for the American worker 
will however bring us flat up against two important problems that are 
more spiritual than economic. This expansion of economic sharing will 
require an absolute reversal of labor’s “get more and more pay for less and 
less work” philosophy. Unless labor leaders further the policy of coopera- 
tion for increased production, our whole industrial system can fall apart. 
This does not necessitate a return to the old speed-up system so abhorred 
by labor. But it does mean that the present attitude of irresponsibility 
for the maintenance of quality and quantity in production on the part 
of so many union elements will have to end and a new spirit of coopera- 
tion with management develop for a greater production. 

Will John L. Lewis now turn his considerable abilities to this end 
with the devotion he has shown in gaining worker security? 

Now that he has secured pensions for the miners, will he do any- 
thing to curb the curse of alcoholism that in mining communities wipes 
out more miners security than his pensions can ever restore? 

THE SECOND PROBLEM we face in the establishment of 
greater worker security is—will industrial management check the trend 
to pass on all costs to the public while profit percentages mount higher 
and higher? All the widely publicized efforts of big business spokesmen 
to explain the present exhorbitant profits in terms of greater reserves 
needed for maintenance and for future plant expansion, does not hide 
the fact (as illustrated elsewhere in these columns) that for the most 
part where labor has gained a ten cent raise it has often been used as an 
excuse to tack on another dollar in costs and 90 cents more in profits. 
As a result the inflation is spiralled higher, public consuming power 
lowered—and economic disaster brought a step nearer. 

While the new industrial era now emerging will be characterized 
by greater security for the worker, this must be accompanied by greater 
sincerity and productive cooperation on the part of labor and a greater 
spirit of sharing on the part of wealth, or every gain will still be a 
step closer to an economic precipice. 


UR RELATIONS WITH RUSSIA are actualiy more strained and 
QO dangerous right now than they were six months azo whe all the 
hysterical propaganda pressure was on “to do something about Russia”. 
There are signs that Russia is preparing to organize eastern Europe 
into a united military block to oppose the western block of nations that 
we are both openly and secretly promoting. A few months ago the fuss 

(continued on NEXT page) 


The Moving Spotlight 
(continued) 

Russia has never missed the op- 
portunity to become the cham- 
pions of the colored peoples has 
greatly enlarged respect for the 
Soviet in the world of color. For- 
eign news channels have been full 
of such reports from the United 
Nations while our domestic news 
sources have remained continuous- 
ly silent on this subject. 

QUAKER APPOINTMENT: 
A happy note of encouragement 
with the appointment of 
Harold Evans, prominent Quaker 
and leader of the American 
Friends Service Committee, as 
commissioner of Jerusalem for the 
UN. A noted lawyer, an ardent 
against militarism, Mr. 
Evans will stand very much alone 
in a world dominated by war mak- 
ers and military-minded _ politi- 
cians. If he can achieve anything 
in Jerusalem in such a setting, it 
will be greatly encouraging. If he 
achieves much it will be a miracle. 

WORLD CITIZENS: Two 
young Americans, embittered by 
the deception and insanity of war, 
have denounced all nationalism 
and pronounced themselves citizens 
of the world with allegiance to no 
one nation. Because of the sensa- 
tional nature of these reports a 
good many papers carried the news 
that Garry Davis, former Army 
pilot and young American actor, 
is going to Germany to live and 
work. His reasons,—“Germany has 
no national soverignty, neither 
have I. I am young and able and 
Germany needs help. I am respon- 
sible for some of the damage 
there.” The first young American 
to take this step was Henry Noel, 
Jr., former Harvard student who 
renounced his citizenship to work 
as a bricklayer in Germany. Both 
have stated their abhorence of 
communism but their determina- 
tion to help build a new world 
based upon expansion of outworn 
national soverignty into soverignty 
of the human race. 


came 


voice 


A Great Document 
One of the greatest books of 
the war so far is “The Stillwell 


Papers,” the private papers of 
Gen. Joseph W. Stillwell, the 
American commander in China. 


(We do not suggest this as an es- 
sential book for the average small 
personal library, but for those who 
would like to have two or three of 
the greatest books of the war, this 
volume will stand close to first in 
the judgement of most scholars. It 
is published by Wm. Sloane As- 
sociates at $4 and if you want us 
to get it for you, send your name 
and address and $4 and we will 
send it postpaid.) 

This book is being widely her- 
alded by impartial authorities be- 
cause it is not dressed up to ad- 

(continued on NEXT page) 





A Great Document 

(continued) 
voeate a policy or defend a politi- 
eal structure. The Churchill mem- 
oirs, impressive as they are, at- 
tempt to justify and glorify Brit- 
ain’s position in the passing world 
scene. Cordell Hull’s book and the 
Stimson papers are also “policy 
documents.” But the Stillwell pa- 
pers stand unique; he was a man 
thrust into one of the most dan- 
gerous, strategic and demanding 
war arenas, and from that position 
could see the deception, the dirty 
political trading, the wastage, the 
horror and bigotry of war and its 
leaders. He doesn’t even spare 
himself. In diaries, notes and let- 
ters written to be read by no one 
outside his family, he even refers 
to himself as “that nasty old man.” 
He ruthlessly tears the political- 
military facade away from the 
Roosevelt structure and leaves it 
ugly and barren where it stands. 
Churchill, Lord Mountbatten and 
the whole crumbling British Em- 
pire are revealed in glimpses that 
are unparalleled in modern history 
for their intimate sight and fore- 
sight. He exposes with indisput- 
able facts Churchill’s blunders 
and Roosevelt’s “deals” which cost 
millions of dollars and thousands 
of lives. 

But perhaps the most signifi- 
cant and interesting thing is that 
his book crashed upon the scene 
just after a concerted campaign 
had been pushed in America to 
whitewash once more the Chiang 
Kai Shek regime in China and 
gain monetary support—which was 
accomplished to the tune of 600 
million dollars recently voted by 
Congress. Stillwell, intimately as- 
sociated with the Chiang dynasty 
for years, leaves nothing to the 
imagination concerning the feu- 
dal corruption and the absolutely 
hopeless political degredation of 
today’s official China. It is impor- 
tant to note that Gen. Marshall 
and former Secretary of War 
Stimson,—Marshall as a result of 
his own experience with the 
Chiang government,—have backed 
the Stillwell position. 

The Stillwell interpretation of 
this hour in China is that commu- 
nism is a dreadful threat to Asia, 
but the surest way to guarantee its 
inevitability is to further the ex- 
istance of the corrupt Chiang Kai 
Shek regime. Many of our Christ- 
ian missionaries would not en- 
tirely agree with this position but 
none who read Stillwell’s pages 
would deny that it is the greatest 
revelation of the true nature of 
modern war that has come from the 
pen of man in many, many years. 

Large business interests in 
America have done _ everything 
possible to promote the Churchill 
viewpoint of the war, for Church- 
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One of the chief ane for universal cynicism and des- 
pair today is that we have fallen into the opinion that, since 
men have always hated and fought, there will always be war — 
that human nature cannot be changed. But one of the greatest 
facts of history is that human nature has been changed. The 
weak have been made strong; the fearful, brave. The illiterate 
have been given profound wisdom; the bitter and vicious trans- 
formed into saintliness. It has happened endlessly through the 
ages and it is happening now, — not enough to change the 
world as we would have it, perhaps, but enough to prove that 
it can be done. The world can be made over again whenever 
enough men follow the teachings of Christ to make his prin- 
ciples the pattern of human relationships so that hatred and 
selfishness can no longer hold dominion. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


focussed on what Russia had been doing in Hungary, Yugoslavia, Bul- 
garia, Roumania. Then when Moscow promoted the communistic coup 
in Czechoslovakia the war hysteria in this country hit the peaks. But 
it has been openly known all along that at Yalta and Potsdam agree- 
ments were made which gave Russia a free hand in eastern Europe with 
Britain keeping her hand on the Mediterranean and on Greece. Even 
much of the ery against Roosevelt diplomacy was that he “sold out to 
Stalin” in this way. Yet when Stalin implemented these agreements it 
was made the cause for tremendous war propoganda in this country. On 
the other hand, the evolving Russian move to tie all eastern Europe into 
a strong military block (which was not believed to be a part of the war- 
time agreements and which we have so far abstained from doing in 
the west) is an extremely serious development. Also Russian efforts to 
push us out of Berlin so that they may be in a position to outflank us 
in the south and drive a wedge between Europe proper and Seandanavia 
is a serious threat to the delicate balance of power that supports the 
peace. Likewise the reports of growing Communist strength in Burma 
are of highest significance. If Burma should go Communist it would 
drive a spearhead into the heart of Asia dividing east Asia from west 
Asia. A study of our war strategy in that area reveals its importance. 
But now with these three real threatening developments in eastern 
Europe, in Berlin and in Burma, Washington voices as far as the gen- 
eral public is concerned are either silent as of this writing or they are 
urging calmness. Quiet and calm are commendable and would have been 
especially commendable all last year when the same officials were acting 
like old ladies with their skirts on fire. 

What is the reason for this difference in official attitude? It is 
because during past months the military-politieal oligarchies which span 
both political parties had some things they wanted to put over,—univer- 
sal military conscription, the great European relief budget and the au- 


(continued on NEXT page) 


A Great Document 

(continued) 
ill is the world’s leading champion 
defender of invested capital and 
the maintenance of the status quo. 
These same interests which have 
so strongly promoted Churchill’s 
words would have liked to stifle 
Stillwell’s voice. But “Vinegar 
Joe” wrote so pointedly, his ob- 
servations were so sound from the 
viewpoint of the average man, his 
revelations were so sensational, 
that such a document could not 
be suppressed once it had gotten 
into the light. This is probably the 
only book of its kind that ean be 
regarded as a piece of forceful lit- 
erature as well as an astounding 
document. 


Monopolies Thriving 
(continued) 
earned 84 percent of all the net 
profits of all manufacturing cor- 
porations. 

Two-thirds of all industrial 
research workers were employed by 
only 140 companies. That means 
that these few large companies 
will control most of the new in- 
ventions, patents and technologi- 
cal advances. 

Any study of these groups leads 
to a discovery of the enormous 
profits they are making and the 
great gains they have made since 
the war. According to reports of 
the National City Bank of N. Y., 
the 3000 leading corporations of 
America made a 37 percent gain 
after taxes in one year — 1947. 
During the same year, 1571 manu- 
facturing corporations showed a 
17 percent profit after taxes, with 
net income up 54 percent over 
1946; 103 mining and quarrying 
companies had 15.1 percent profit, 


with net income up 72 percent; 
231 + transportation companies 


showed 3.7 percent profit with net 
income of 47 percent (including 
airlines with heavy deficits); 106 
amusement services showed net in- 
come down by 9 percent but pro- 
fits of 15.8 percent. Cotton goods 
manufacturers led in profit-mak- 
ing with average net returns, after 
taxes, of 36.1 percent! But manu- 
facturers of household equipment 
weren’t far behind with net profits 
of 34.3 percent, while lumber man- 
ufacturers had 31.9 percent profits. 

We are not inferring that there’s 
anything wrong with business 
groups making these profits. But 
there is something wrong when 
men who make $100,000 a year and 
over twist and deny these figures 
to keep a man who is trying to 
feed a family of five on $45 a week 
from asking a raise to meet the 
high cost of living at least par- 
tially caused by such inflated pro- 
fits. 

The Federal Government’s 
Dept. of Justice endeavors to po- 
lice the growing monopolistic 


(continued on NEXT page) 





Monopolies Thriving 
(continued) 

trends and curb by anti-trust suits 
the efforts of many of these cor- 
porations to control markets and 
eliminate competition so they can 
protect their profit positions. Over 
118 cases are now pending in Fed- 
eral courts against many of 
America’s largest corporations. 
Suits have been filed against the 
Du Pont interests for monopolis- 
tie practices, stifling competition 
and price-fixing in the cellophane 
field; against the United Shoe Ma- 
chinery Corporation which con- 
trols most of America’s shoe in- 
dustries through a patent system 
they have maintained for years. 

Seventy-four cement corpora- 
tions, organized into what the 
Government charges was a trust, 
were declared guilty by the U. S. 
Supreme Court some weeks ago for 
maintaining that trust and manip- 
ulating prices by “illegal conspir- 
acy and unfair trade practices.” 
This situation was fostered by the 
further exploitation and control of 
thousands of small dealers and re- 
tail outlets. This cement monop- 
oly, which has reaped unconscion- 
able profits for the big producing 
corporations by its practices dur- 
ing the post war period, cannot 
escape guilt for its part in increas- 
ing and perpetrating the housing 
shortage which has brought dis- 
tress and anguish to so many mil- 
lions of American families. This 
ease along with Federal action 
against steel corporations has 
forced a new marketing system 
upon many of America’s great in- 
dustries which for years have had 
everything their own way with the 
consumer and the small dealer 
who were the victims of their mo- 
nopolistiec injustices. 

During April the Federal Gov- 
ernment also cracked down on the 
brick industry. Thirty-seven cor- 
porations organized into an “In- 
stitute”, its members, officers and 
directors making up a tight mo- 
nopoly which used its power to 
squeeze unjust profits and perpe- 
trate unfair restraint of competi- 
tive trade on thousands of small 
dealers, contractors and home 
builders. These groups were 
brought to court in a criminal 
suit in 1941 and were forced to pay 
fines for their abuse of true “free 
enterprise”. The recent Federal 
action was more in the way of a 
warning of similar indictments 
unless the monopoly cleaned house. 

While most newspapers and 
radios suppressed all news of these 
reports, the N. Y. Times on April 
29 gave an outline of the brick 
monopoly crackdown and_ the 
United Press in a brief summary 
on April 27 outlined the cement 
case. 

These corporations, which have 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued 


thorizatiaon of vast new military expenditures. For the most part they 
got what they wanted, and so now with much more reason for real pub- 
lie concern they are tip-toeing and shush-shushing. 

The Bolsheviks originated the modern system of manipulating 
the public mind by propaganda, Hitler developed it, and we are per- 
fecting it. ‘ 

However, behind the scenes the European Reeovery Program is 
still an unfulfilled, unsettled issue. Even England is bucking at some 
of the things we have been trying to tie into it. And there are many 
signs that these funds are being used to serve special interests at home 
and abroad. The scramble to get the funds used to support tobacco, wine 
and other commodity prices at home are being matched by efforts to 
prostitute the funds for selfish interests abroad. America should be 
thankful for the fact that the tough-minded, progressive business man, 
Paul Hoffman, is the referee of this great effort. The whole ERP will 
probably get another big going over early next fall.. 


yp Acaxe POLITICS: While you have fun following the nomina- 

tion of our presidential candidates, remember that in spite of 
all the back-room dealings—and plenty of that still goes on—these de- 
cisions as to who shall lead us can still be controlled by the people when- 
ever the people care enough to carry a Christian conscience to the elec- 
tion box. This is not true in the big National elections so much—for 
then it is too late——but rather in the small community balloting where 
councilmen, sheriffs, state legislators, etc. are elected, for it is from these 
sources that the big machines draw their strength. 

Big machine polities still run both parties. Leading newspapers 
in both N. Y. and Washington refer openly to the high effectiveness of 
the “Dewey machine” or the “Truman machine”. But the people can 
control these machines when they really want to... and that’s what the 
people cannot do in Russia or Spain. That is why America is still great 
—why democracy can still work. Of course, the spokesmen for the top 
machinery in both parties are constantly trying to imply that they are 
not instruments of “machines”, but ask any newspaper man who covers 
a Washington beat about that! 


The big thing to remember about the coming election is that so 
far there are no real issues at stake. Everybody is against communism 
and for prosperity. Neither party can take credit for the present boom; 
neither party can either guarantee to perpetuate the boom or promise 
to control the bust when it comes. Both party platforms are promising 
practically the same thing. The Democratic platform will again make 
all the civil rights promises that everybody got mad at Truman for talk- 
ing about! The Republican platform made a long list of promises that 
Republican leaders have been fighting against in and out of Congress 
for months and years and will continue to oppose. The forces that 
control both parties want much the same things, have the same funda- 
mental economic and social philosophies. When the boom runs out, 
millions of men begin to drift into despair and idleness; then there will 
be issues—real issues. 


EW PARTY: But you are hearing nothing much concerning the 

most important political development of these days. It is the quiet 
thorough-going organization of a new genuine American labor party. 
Some of the young able labor leaders, such as Walter Reuther, David 
Dubinsky and others are doing the ground work now. You may not hear 
from it till nearly 1952, but when you do it will be an important explo- 
sion. It is not the Henry Wallace party, although they will expect to ab- 
sorb the best elements of the Wallace movement. It is being set up to 
draw the full support of the great labor unions which will give it at once 
tremendous political power. But it will be a strong anti-Communist 
party so that old guard Republicans and Democrats can’t hurl the Com- 
munist label at it. 

In many ways Henry Wallace is doing the ice-breaking for this 
new movement (see Between The Lines, Jan. 12, ’48), for Henry Wallace 
is about 90 percent right in what he advocates. It is the ten percent of 
bad political handling that has irreparably injured the Wallace move- 
ment. Wallace’s political ineptitude pivots on the fact that he got the 
Communist support and didn’t get the labor vote. 

A new strong progressive political party cannot ignore the labor 
vote—it must begin with it. 





OOTNOTE: As we go to press, word comes of dissension between 

Moscow and the Communist Satellites. Such a break could afford 

a tremendous opportunity for peace, if we wouid meet it with the wea- 

pons of peace,—good will, cooperation, understanding. But does our 

military-minded leadership, so wedded to the words and instruments of 
war, know how to use the weapon of peace? 


Monopolies Thriving 

(continued) 
powerful support in Washington, 
ure among the chief backers of the 
conservative elements of the Re- 
publican party and are determined 
in the months to come to use a 
Republican victory as a means of 
thwarting what they term as “Fed- 
eral Government interference with 
business.” 


Witch Hunt 


The the anti- 
Communist witeh hunt in Wash- 
ington and the threat to civil lib- 
erties in proposed legislation and 
congressional committee persecu- 
tion has been under estimated. 

But now a very prominent 
writer for one of America’s larg- 
est and most conservative dailies, 
the N. Y. Herald-Tribune, has 
come out in a book with many 
things he apparently couldn’t 
write for his paper. Bert Andrews, 
Pulitzer prize winner and highly 
regarded veteran Washington cor- 
respondent, in his new volume 
“Washington Witch Hunt” (Ran- 
dom House $2.50) says that we 
are in danger today of bringing 
upon ourselves a dictatorship of 
fear which will destroy our most 
cherished fundamental liberties. 

Mr. Andrews tells of the fa- 
mous Mr. Blank case—where an 
innocent employee of our State 
Department was hounded and 
persecuted by the congressional 
witch hunters in a manner recall- 
ing Nazi methods. Also a conspic- 
uous example of Washington 
witch-hunting was the campaign 
of vilification and innuendo which 
the irresponsible House Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities 
pointed at Dr. Edward U. Condon, 
Director of the Bureau of Stand- 
ards and a foremost atomic phys- 
icist. Chairman Thomas of the 
committee wrote magazine articles 
implying that Dr. Condon was a 
weak link in atomic secrecy,—but 
without substantiating his charges 
or giving Dr. Condon an opportun- 
ity to answer or disprove specific 
charges. But the Condon affair is 
not over yet, for Dr. Condon is 
regarded highly by the President 
and Gen. Carl A. Spaatz, despite 
the behavior of Mr. Thomas. 

As for the case of ten Holly- 
wood writers who refused to state 
whether they were Communists or 
not, Mr. Andrews holds that they 
were absolutely within their rights, 
that the committee acted irrespon- 
sibly, vindietively and with more 
interest in publicity than truth 
and reason. Mr. Andrews says that 
no doubt some of the men were 
Communists but to be a Commu- 
nist is not illegal nor is it illegal 
to keep your polities to yourself. 
And Mr. Andrews aptly comments 
that Gen. Eisenhower has not al- 
ways wished to say whether he 
was a Republican or a Democrat. 


seriousness of 








